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logically from these circumstances ?    The clear conclusion
is, that the conditions of this essential article of thft treaty
of peace having proved impracticable, and the opposite
interests, or views of those interests, entertained by the
two nations, continuing by this mariner unsatisfied and
uncompromised, each party remains, as before the treaty,
at liberty to pursue his own advantage according to his
own judgment, and both return precisely to the point at
which this ineffectual negotiation found them, that is to say,
to a state of warfare and hostility.    All that can be said on
either side is, that these groat and clashing interests have
been found hitherto irreconcilable; that the attempt which
has been made, let us say, sincerely by both parlies, to
adjust them and to bring about a pacification, has failed.
The tenth article has proved abortive, but this miscarriage
is fatal to the whole treaty of which that section was an
essential and vital part.    We may, indeed, begin anew, and
look for some other means to adjust our differences, but
this is optional, and if declined by one of the parties, no
complaint nor any claim of the other can bo built on the
treaty of Amiens,  which,  by  the  loss  of one  essential
member, has expired, or rather may bo said to have been '
still-born,  and never to  have existed in perfect  life or
vigour.    In truth it appears to mo most evident that the
affair of Malta could not and cannot ho adjusted by nego-
tiation.   Negotiation can only devise or discover the terms
on which the reconciliation of reconcilable intemsfoj may be
effected, but where the interests are truly opposite and
contradictory, then an adjustment can be obtained only by
a renunciation of these on one si do or the other.     Now
such a consequence seems rather to be expected from war
and its events, than from diplomatic controvermcii,    Wliile
the French government retains tho design of conquering
Egypt and disturbing India, her negotiators caunot cunwwt*
to our possessing Malta ; ou the other hand, while wo aru